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Background 

Professor Karsten Koenig is C4 full professor at the Faculty of Natural Sciences and 

Technology at the Saarland University in Saarbruecken and chair of the Department 

“Biophotonics and Laser Technology” 

He is president of the companies JenLab GmbH in Berlin, Germany, UDF GmbH in Berlin, 

and MultiPhoton Laser Technologies, Inc., in California. 

He gained the PhD degree in physics as well as the habilitation degree in cell biology from the 

University Jena. His major research fields include multiphoton microscopy and tomography, 

laser tweezers, femtosecond laser nanoprocessing, virtual tissue biopsies, skin research, 

HighTech tools in pharmacy and cosmetics, and stem cell/IPS research. 

He is president of the Lions Club Berlin-Wuhletal. 

Hobbies include alpinism: climbed Shisha Pangma (8033m) twice and history of East-

Germany (DVD: The last Escape). 

 

Contact Details 

Full Professor 

Chair of the Department Biophotonics and Laser Technology  

Saarland University 

Faculty of Natural Sciences and Technology  

Campus A5.1 

66123 Saarbruecken 

www.blt.uni-saarland.de 

Email: k.koenig@blt.uni-saarland.de 

 

CEO 

JenLab GmbH 

Johann-Hittorf-Strasse 8 

www.jenlab.de 

Email: koenig@jenlab.de 

 

CEO 

MultiPhoton Laser Technologies Inc. 

1002 Health Sciences Road 

Irvine, CA 92716 

Email: koenig7260@gmail.com 

 

Prizes and Awards 

1993  Visiting Fellowship Award (German Science Foundation) (1993-1994), 

  Beckman Laser Institute, UCI, USA 

1998  Research Award of the State of Thuringia 

2000  Research Award of the International Society of Histochemistry (Feulgenpreis) 

2000 Research Award of the University of Bochum (Kortum Motivationspreis, 

highest-endowed prize of a German university) 

2003  Innovation Prize of the German Ministry of Research and Education (BMBF) 

2005   Pascal Rol Award of the international society SPIE on eye research 

2005  Award of the International Society of Skin Pharmacology and Physiology 

mailto:info@jenlab.de
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2005  Award Technology for the Human Welfare (Technik für den Menschen) of the 

Fraunhofer Society 

2010 Laser technology award 2nd Leibinger Innovationspreis 

2011 Prism Award for the best Photonic Product in Life Sciences of the international 

society SPIE for the development of the multiphoton tomograph MPTflex 

2014 The New Economist Award 

2014 IAIR Award: Best Company for Innovation & Leadership Biomedicine 

Germany   

2017 Business Worldwide Award “Best CEO in Medical Diagnostic Systems 

Industry” 

2017 CFI Innovation Award: Winner Most innovative Diagnostics Systems Europe 

2018 AI Award: 2018 Global Excellence Awards: Most Innovative Femtosecond 

Laser Technology Provider & Innovative CEO of the Year 2018 - Germany 

2023 Innovator of the Year 2023 of the German Industry 

2024 Prism Award for the best Photonic Product in Life Sciences of the international 

society SPIE for the development of the multiphoton tomograph MPTcompact 

 

Membership of Editorial/Advisory Boards 

International Society of Scanning Microscopy 

Journal of Fluorescence 

Journal of Cellular and Molecular Biology (-2003) 

German Society for Lasermedicine: Medical Laser Application 

Journal of Biophotonics 

Journal of IntraVital 

Journal: Skin Research & Technology  etc.  

 

Editorship of International Journals 

Founding Editor in Chief: Translational Photonics 

Guest Editor: Journal of Cellular and Molecular Biology, Journal of Biomedical Optics, 

Journal of Biophotonics, Journal of Laser Applications etc. 

Co-Editor Proceedings SPIE: Multiphoton Microscopy (annually)  

 Co-Editor: Journal of Medical Laser Application: Laser Nanomedicine etc. 

 

Membership of Professional Organizations / Societies 

2007-2009 Vice President Laser in Life Sciences of the WLT (Wissenschaftliche Gesellschaft     

                   Lasertechnik – Scientific Society of Laser Technology) 

Fellow, International Society for Optical Engineering (SPIE) 

Member, Deutsche Physikalische Gesellschaft (DPG) - German Science Foundation 

Member Verband deutscher Ingenieure (VDI) - German Engineer Association 

President Lions Club Berlin-Wuhletal etc. 

 

Assessor of Grants 

Alexander-von-Humboldt-Foundation 

Cancer Research Campaign 

European Commission 

German Cancer Association (Deutsche Krebshilfe) 

German Federal State Baden-Württemberg  

German Science Foundation (DFG) 

German Ministry of Research and Education (BMBF) 

Helmholtz-Gemeinschaft 

NASA 



Schweizer Nationalfond 

Welcome Trust    etc. 

 

Referee of International Journals 

Biophysical Journal 

Journal of Applied Physics 

Journal of Biomedical Optics 

Journal of Cellular and Molecular Biology 

Journal of Fluorescence 

JLA 

Journal of Microscopy 

Journal of Photochemistry and Photobiology 

Medical Laser Application 

Microscopy Research and Technique 

Nature Biotechnology 

Nature Methods 

Optics Express 

Optics Letters 

Phys Rev Lett    

Skin Pharmacology and Physiology  etc. 

 

Advisory/Steering/Organizing Committees of International Conferences 

2000: 3. World Conference Cellular and Molecular Biology, Jena, Germany  

          with 8 Nobel Prize Laureates as Keynote Speakers  

2005: Principal organizer: Focus on Microscopy FOM2005 and Ernst Abbe Symposium,  

          Jena, D with 700 participants 

FOM2006, Perth, Australia  FOM2007, Valencia, Spain 

FOM2008, Osaka, Japan  FOM2009, Krakow, Poland 

FOM2010, Shanghai, China  FOM2011, Konstanz, Germany 

FOM2012, Singapore.   Etc. 

FOM2024, Taipeh   FOM2025, Stockholm, Sweden 

FOM2026, Osaka, Japan 

 

SPIE-Conference Photonics West (San Jose, LA, San Francisco): Co-Chair of the conference 

“Multiphoton Microscopy” (together with Prof. P. So/MIT and Prof. Perisamy/Keck Center) 

 

International workshops on fluorescence lifetime imaging and advanced microscopy: 

FLIM2006 - FLIM2028 

2021: Digital ISBS world conference on biophysics and imaging of the skin 

2022: ISBS world conference on biophysics and imaging of the skin, Berlin, Germany 

 

Industry Experience 

1999  Foundation of the company JenLab GmbH 

2010  Foundation of the company MultiPhoton Laser Technologies, Inc., USA 

1999-2001 CFO JenLab GmbH 

since 2001:     CEO JenLab GmbH 

 

Publications 

about 300 papers in refereed journals, e.g. 2xNature  

2 books:  

König/Ostendorf (eds.): Optically Induced Nanostructures, 2015, De Gruyter  



König (ed.) Multiphoton Microscopy and Fluorescence Lifetime Imaging, 2018, de Gruyter  

about 200 papers in refereed proceedings 

about 300 abstracts on international conferences 

international seminars/lectures in USA, Canada, Lithuania, Switzerland, Taiwan, Italy, France 

about 50 patents  
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